I. Introduction
The Franco-German coalition 1) has been a transcendent force behind the European integration ever since the early years of the European Economic Community (EEC).
European integration resulted from two World Wars, where France and Germany had been opposed. The Franco-German reconciliation within the European project was the only solution of four centuries of conflict in Central Europe. It is important to keep in mind that the main reason for the creation of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) and the European Economic Community (EEC) was the definitive end of the Franco-German tensions that had exploded into two World Wars. Hence, the FrancoGerman axis became one of the pillars of the European project, as well as its motor.
2)
Because Europe has successfully achieved its regional (political and economic) integration, analysts have often suggested that other regions, such as Northeast Asia, might learn from European experience. Unlike Europe, Northeast Asian countries have not devoted much efforts to the establishment of regional economic blocs until recently.
Northeast Asia even takes a negative attitude towards the regional integration by not driving forward NEA FTA (Northeast Asian Free Trade Agreement). Especially, the different positions of two major players in the region, Japan and China, which have somehow conflicting interests, make NEA FTA or close economic cooperation difficult. 3) However, considering the current global trend towards regional economic cooperation, East Asian economic integration would be inevitable.
4)
The main purpose of this paper is to examine some possible lessons from the experiences of European integration for Northeast Asian regional economic cooperation.
Especially we will try to draw some implications from the Franco-German relations in terms of its pivotal role as a driving force and an impetus in the process of European integration. Before analysing the implications, it would be necessary to have a look through the history of European integration and concretely to the influence of the Franco-German relationship in the European Community (EC)/ European Union (EU).
Section III provides a review of economic integration trends in Northeast Asia. Section IV seeks to draw some possible lessons from the role of Franco-German coalition for Northeast Asian regional economic integration. Section V will be the conclusion. To summarise the point, we will suggest that Japan and Korea would have to take a leading role in creating an opportunity for Northeast Asian economic integration including NEA FTA. It can be understood as a kind of Korean-Japan coalition in the process of East Asian regional integration.
II. Franco-German coalition in the process of European integration German view point, there is concern that France retains some trump cards in the domain of security and defense policy. 10) However, sincere efforts have been shown from two countries to move together or to create joint perspectives in those important security and economic issues, and those efforts of two countries have been quite successful and fruitful. Probably, the most obvious element of the cooperation in France and in Germany was monetary policy.
Monetary policy in both countries has become primarily concerned with the internal and external stabilization of the currency. But fiscal policies, too, were geared toward the same objective: consolidating government budgets. 11) In addition, successful efforts were made in the two countries to hold labour costs in check in order to bring about a recovery of business profits from their decline during the crisis years in the 1970s and early 1980s. Even though some differences in policy outcomes still persisted between the French and German economies, the patterns of their macroeconomic policy strategies during 1970s and 1980s seemed strikingly similar. 12) In addition, from the historical point of view, most important policy area for France , and Airbus.
Franco-German coalition contributed a lot in the field of common policies, not only economic-financial areas but also politico-security sectors. The two countries manage a common European policy in regard to European integration and also foreign affairs. A strong example of this is the Iraq War that aligned the Franco-German alliance with Russia in opposition to American foreign policy. When these two countries agreed on new steps towards new security arrangements in Europe, significant political advances became on the one side feasible, and on the other side they raised fears in partner countries of a dominating German-Franco axis in Europe. In this regard, the reaction to the Franco-German proposal to create a EuroCorps (European wide common military cooperation) 14) was typical. The proposal was not fully realized until 1992 because of fears from other neighbouring countries. So France and Germany had to make sure that they will always go together or to work together for the sake of Europe in order to guarantee stable/peaceful status in European security. These efforts were somehow successful and convincing for other European countries. Also, there was a strategic political assumption that in the new political environment Germany and France must go forward together in order to avoid a conceivable re-nationalization of security policy. 15) III. Regional Cooperation in Northeast Asia final report which said C-J-K FTA is economically beneficial for all three participants, but it was suspended, and at the moment there is no vision for the start of negotiations.
Korea and Japan already negotiated six times for the bilateral free trade agreement but nothing has been practically advanced for realization of J-K FTA (Japan Korea FTA).
China and Japan dare to start even a discussion for any kind of economic integration between two countries. So, Northeast Asian countries tend to pursue economic cooperation only through multi-lateral organizations like GATT/WTO (World Trade Organization). 16) According to the WTO, however, almost all member countries of the WTO are affiliated with one of more regional trading blocs with the only exception of Northeast Asia. 17) However, many researchers and academics continuously propose the idea of a regional FTA between China, Korea, and Japan, together with the discussions on a 
IV. Lessons from the Franco-German coalition
Of course, the historical background of regional integration in Northeast Asia is quite different from that of Europe in many aspects. Most of all, whilst Germany made a clear apology for its past wrong doings to other neighbouring countries, Japan, war criminal in Asia, has not definitively expressed regret for its past behaviour since the end of war. So the other Asian countries are still concerned about a Japanese remilitarization movement. More importantly, Northeast Asia differs significantly from Europe in terms of its economy size and GNP per capita exceeds USD 30,000. This is in contrast to the case of China where GNP per capita still remains at around USD 1,000-1,500. In addition, European countries generally lack natural resources, but discrepancies exist between resource-rich and resource-poor countries. The level of technology among European countries is similar, however, as most of them are OECD countries. On the contrary, in Northeast Asia, Japan is the only country with abundant natural resources and world-top class high-tech and industrial technology.
With above reasons, regional cooperation in Northeast Asia would encounter a different situation from that of EU integration. However, EU integration can provide some meaningful implications for Northeast Asian countries, especially for China, Japan, and Korea. According to a recent official KIEP report 20) , barriers to promoting a C-J-K FTA are characterized as : excessive competition in trade, differences in political system, a leadership struggle between China and Japan, and a lack of understanding for each other. These can not be resolved in a short period. During strengthening economic cooperation, the three countries may find ways to deal with these issues. And we believe that Northeast Asian countries should learn from the experiences of the European integration, especially from the role of Franco-German leadership/coalition. 21) As mentioned in the earlier part of this paper, the main purpose of this paper is to analyze and to draw some implications from Franco-German relations in the framework of European integration for the case of Northeast Asian regional cooperation. We believe that the first thing to learn from the Franco-German coalition is 'thorough reconciliation approach' between two countries which had several wars. Second is 
V. Conclusion
The above mentioned findings imply many things to Northeast Asian countries for their economic cooperation and integration. However, the most important thing to do is 'who and how' puts these implications into practice. First of all, we believe that Korea can be the first country to do this. Severe competition between China and Japan in the region may be able to create a unique opportunity for Korea to act as a regional mediator. Secondly, we also believe that Japan is the very country which should learn from Germany in many senses. If two countries could apply the European experiences (i.e., Franco-German axis) to Northeast Asia, the J-K FTA would not be too difficult to be implemented in the foreseeable future. Both Korea and Japan recognize that the J-K FTA is mutually beneficial and the effects of integration are bigger than any other bilateral FTA. Therefore, the J-K FTA is the only possible alternative in Northeast Asia in short-term. If so, the J-K FTA would be a springboard for the C-J-K FTA or an Northeast Asia FTA (NEA FTA) in the long run. And then, we think, China will finally follow Korea and Japan. The integration among three countries (e.g., C-J-K FTA or NEA FTA) will not only enhance the economic prosperity but also guarantee regional peace. To realize this, it is again important that Japan and Korea have to take a leading http://www.eurocorps.net/history/eurocorps_history/ (online accessed on
